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HANGING OF CLARENCE
WILLIAMS

Poll Details Of the Execution
Statement Of the Condemned
Man His Last Hours Etc

At 705 oclock yesterday luoruiug
in the yard of the Bourhou County
Jail Clarence Williams paid the
-- xtreme penalty of the law for the
murder of Josie Tilluiaon by being
hung by the neck uutil he
dead

HIS LAST HOURS

Williams retired early aud at nine
oclock he was in bed nnd slept soundly
through the niyht He was however
up early At five oclock he arose and
began to dress himself The wondei --

ful nerve he ha6 displayed all along
has caused those who have been in daily
contact with him to wonder His first
request this morning wms for a needle
aud thread as he wichM to sew a but ¬

ton on uis clothes A female prisoner
vac takeu to his cell to do the sewing

aud her extreme uetvonsness caused
him to smile lWby you are more
nervous tnau 1 am he said He thread

fit cambric needle by caodli lirht
The efforts of the minister Panda

had a marked effect on him He was
perfectly resigned to his tate and said
that he freely forgave all his enemies
and wished their fnrgivehesH He wished
to meet Josie Tiilman in Heavii aud
knew that she baa already forgiven biin
for thr- - great wrrong be had done her
He was particularly proud of the fact
that he had ki pt his nerve up and said
it was bis intention to die game

When asked what he desired for
breakfast he said bedid not cave Mrs
Ashnook furnished him with a broiled
quail an 1 coffee etc and he ate it with
evident relish

Early in the morning Bar Kiser received
the following commuui atiou from
Williams which was hi- - last on earth

Mr Riser remember me as long as
on live This i from the one you have

been BO kind to Here is a picture
that is drawn f r you at your request
1 dont think thre is a prisoner in jail
can speak a harmful word aeaiust yon
and tell tht-- truth You have been good
to me and I appreciate it vry much
Hopiug that we will meet in Heaven on
the golden street Uood bye Yours re-

spectfully
¬

Clakencic Williams
At ten minutes to seven Williams be

gan his march to the scaffold He was
in charge of Deputy Sheriff Mitchell
who had previously pinioned his arm
Williams wore a black snit of clothes
with a red rose on the lapei of his coat

Sheriff liowen brought up the rear
He ascended the scaffold with a firm
step and took his place on the trap

Eid J C G ravMs sang a hymn and
delivered a prayer The noose was then
adjusted the black cap drawn and at
76o the drop fell

His neck was broken aud his death was
painless At 7 5 Drs F M Paries
Win Kinney and Men Frank pronounce
him dead

As the noose was pi iced on his neck
he exclaimed Draw it tiiiht at the
same time recognizing a tin nd in the
crowd said Good bye Wea

Williams kept his wonderful nerve to
he latttand it was the universal opinion

tnat he did the gauieet of auy person
ever executed in rue Srate

Tlie execution was the most successful
one ever had in the State

The scaffold was erected in the South ¬

western side of the jail yard near the
railroad bridge
The spectator were admitted by gate
keep Joe Williams upon the presenta-
tion

¬

of the Llack bordered card of ad
mis don

Wi nuns began Sunday to make
prej arations for the execution He was
shaved by Forrest Lang The doomed
man wore a plain black suit furnished
by Parker James The coffin was
furnished by undertaker G W Davis

At tonr oclock Sunday a ternoon
Williams was visited by Rev Webster
and four deacons of the colored Baptist
Church who prayed and sang with him
Williams said that he had ma e his
peace with his Maker and that he was
ready to die To a News reporter
Williams 6aid that heknew the hour aud
would not take any stimulent to nerve
himself for the terrible ordeal

the
crowd laughed and joked the
window of the death cell and called to
the prisoner to get a glimpse of him

To a News reporter Williams said that
he did not want bis mother who lives in

to know how he died His
father f alive but dots not live in Paris

Williams Own Story
The following is Clarence Williams

own story of his life as dictated by him
for The News

My father is Peter Williams and my
mother is named Ellen Barrett My
mother left here when 1 was a small boy
in 1888 with Mrs and 1

stayed with my father for about two
years uutil he treated me so bad that I
left After that I stayed town
with Martin Palmer for one year aud
after that I stayed in Clavsville the
balance of my life until I got into this
trouble

The public celled me a mean man
simply because 1 wouldnt let every ¬

body run over me I am a small man and
carried a gun to protect myself The
first time I ran away frim home I asked
him to let me go hunting and that night
when I came home he jumped on me
and bat me until I could hardly stand
up It seemed like I was the black
-- beep of the family so I left borne and

with Vol Howe and my father
came after me and said he was going to
put me in jail nntil I was twenty one
years old I begged him not to do that
and I would come home and be a good
boy

After I came back home he worked
me for a week when I wn iek and
wouldnt get me a doctor I took down
in bed with a fever and I laid in bed

four months aud got up too soon and
took a backset The cause of my taking
the backset was tht he made me go to
the field and shuck eight shocks ot corn
in tne snow ana Mareli winds He ruu
me away from bom once with a shot
gun and fold me to stav awav ai d re
come back if I did he would kill me

After that I had trouble with Wi
liam Warren aud I shot him once in the
abdomen and om e in the arm and
served two years in the Fraukf rt peni ¬

tentiary for it Previous to this 1 had
Josie Tillman as a paramour and Cap
tii c 1 j iwas oiihuu iuuuu u inn aim iook ueroiv vo
the colored folks cemeterv at Willis
Magowans and told him if I came out
there to kill me Then I nev- - r had
anything to do with her until I came
back fiom the pen

I took up with heron the third day of
Januarv ana paramour and I stayed
with her until I killed her the one I
loved Josie Tillman

I was on the table at Sam Grafforts
grocery in Cbwsville and Henrv Wralker
came to me al
make some n
doing and he
sell and we
feJO I told hi

asked if I wanted to
ev fttilred him what

iid he had some cows ro
uld make about 7r or

I never did anything
i a -

lKe tnat cut oe insisted on me going
with him and I finally went yvith him
and yve took them to Georgetown and
jold them for 45 and went b Lexington
wheie we divided the money If it
hadut been for him I wouldnt be where
1 am in the Paris jail con ¬

demned to be imng
1 b nght njy gun in Lexington I

kill d Josie Tillman but I didnt go to
do d 1 yvasnt my intention to kill her
but to scare Jr and nuke her come
hack to me n do n t believe 1 would
have shot ncrtftf she bad stood still but
she wheeled ts run and that yvas the
cause of her getting shot The
vidence was given against me 1

could not blame the jurymen There
was lots of perjuring done on th j stand
if it was only kuown 1 lit re yS a
great deal of uialaee against me iu my
case and at they wont make auy
great fortune for ir All I can say is
that 1 hope them all Well in the futre
The reason a great many swore to lies
t hey were afraid of apt Tillman as
be is a great bully in Claytville and
they thought he would fix it with them

I think I deserve to be punished but
not so severe I only wish that Mr
Bradley will change my sentence to life
in the penitentiary an I then I will have
a chance to change mv ways and get re-

pentance
¬

as I have been a sinner in
my past days

I must say that Mrs Asbbrook aci
her turnkey Mr A M Kier hve
treated me like I was and I ap
reciate it My favorite am mg the

prisoners is Mr Forest Lang He has
treated me like a brother There wasnt
inything he had that ww too good for
me As tne saying goes he certainly
was good to me aud that aint no
i renin

yRKNE Williams

Williams Last Statement
1 wont have anything to say Bloods

hut will say all I luve r bay to day
December tith 1 bope

all men and boys will Like my advice
and not let women or whiskey or a gun
uel the best of them Look What a
women has brought me to I have to
i utter death for people getting up in the
court house aud perjuring themselves
lake warning of me and pick your
company It is altogether in the com ¬

pany y u keep and you will find ont
that you will get through the woild
better if you pick your company

A f i lend in need is a friend indeed
I will say that if Forrest Lang had been
brother to me he could not have treated
me auy better Thre was nothing in
his power that I asked him to do for me
but what bedid

I am to hang dead by the neck in a
ew days to which 1 was sentenced by

the Tune term of Court I did not
kill lo ie Tillman with the intention of
killing her but the Commonwealth of
Kentucky found me guilty and fixed my
punishuienl it death I am thankful to
my lawyer Mr Webb for what he has
lone For me I think he has done his
dutv in every respect I am also thank ¬

ful to Gov W O Bradley for what he
has done and would like tor him to do
m re if he will

I have done nothing to die for but il
1 must 1 will this th mid be u lesson tt

During religious services a noisy the jOUnger people who are conducting
below

Mississippi

Thompson

him in

stayed

that

that

white

Wednesday

inemseives disorderly in tne communi ¬

ties in whn U they live I have led tb
wro g kind of a life from the beginning
and I am sorry for the country to knoyv
of it There are lots of things I have
done in life 1 dont wmt the pub
lie to know of because ot its disgrace

1 have found no peace with my Maker
and d nt think there is any place in
Heaven for uie I have appealed to the
Supreme Being but it was all in vain
1 guess the devil has got the bill of sale
for me I am so corrupt I dont want to
hear a prayer from the month of any-
one aud I am not anxioup to see anyone
except some that belongs in jail

I suppose that my sentence will be
executed December 11th Now I truly
hope the boys of thij community and
elsewhere who are standing in open ruin
will take warning from my case and
never be guilty of any crime in the least
Also use this as a lesson and it will guidt
tbein right

Clarence Williams

Story of The Crime
The crime for which Clarence Wil-

liams
¬

was executed was committed on
Wedueeday March 22d 1899 ia Clays
ville which has added so many mur
der to the criminal history of Paris

Williams and Josie Tillman who bad
been keeping company since January
were standing in a doorway talking
when some person the other side of the
street called to the girl to come over
She left Williams who called to her a
she reached the middle of the street
asking her to come buck to him In
stead of coming back sh trtcd to run
when Williams pulled his pistol and

Continued on page 8
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DRAWING THEIR OWN CONCLUSIONS
When a householder purchases our celebrated
ash JELLICO COAL it requires no effort on oar part to re-
tain

¬

his trade The quality of the fuel makes him a lifelong
customer That speaks volumes for its goodness An open
grate fire will look cheerful THANKSGIVING TIME

GEO W STUART
Directly Opposite L N Freight Depot
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They repeat to you the sweet voices of fa nous sing-
er

¬

and reproduce accurately the best music of famous
bands and orchestras

Call and see them All price in stock
Records 50 Each Five Dollars per Ooz

W M HINTON JR BRO
At W M llintons Jewelry Store

And make out your list of Thanksgiving Eatables from this
list of good tliipji- -

Choice Turkeys
Hulk Oysters

Celery
Cranberries
New Prunes
New Figs
New Rab ins

New California roaches

NORTHElOi

OATS

HARTFORD

DIAMOND

MOUNTAIN

machines
Oasts

Choice

lI MS FAMOUS EIJCE MEAT

Apple Butter
Svdeet Pickles
Sour Pickles

Grape INuts
New Hoiniiiy
Dried Butter Beans
Evaporated Sweet Corn
Macaroni

My Soup and Frying Oysters will come direct
from Baltimore Thanksgiving morning
Phone 178 RIONS tOth St Grocery

YOURE A CRANK
According to some people if you are at all particular about
the fit and looks of Shoes see you know what you
want they dont We lik to get hold of just such cus-

tomers They appreciate shoes that fit comfortably
stylishly and lastingly and our new Fall styles are strict-
ly up to dy filling every requirement Compare our
styles and prices with those of others and we leave the
conclusion to vou

DAVIS THOMSON ISGRIG

BOW BCSINESSF0E SALE
With a view

chance to

s y 1881

CORN

1

your
¬

¬

of engaging In other business I offer a splendid
party desiring to engage in business I will sell

as a whole mv entire stoek consisting of

PIECE GOODS AND FIXTURES
Pending the sale of the above I am offering at cost a tine line of

SUITINGS TROUSERS ETC
This is your chance Improve it

h s STOUT
DOW SPEARS are not the
Only firm in Paris
Who sell fancy groceries

country produce etc but

Some of their best bargains are
Pleasing hundreds of patrons
Every bit of their stock is
Always fresh and wholesome
Ring them up when you want
Something good to eat

DOW SPEARS
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